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 While it’s hard to believe, fall is here and the end of Quarter 1 (10/12/18) is quickly approaching!   Classroom teachers 

are in the process of scheduling parent/teacher conferences for the week of October 15th. If you’d like me to join in 

those conferences, please let the classroom teachers know. I’ll try to attend as many of those conferences as possible. 

If you’d prefer to have an individual conference with me, please email me to schedule a time. 

 This month’s newsletter features the writing of some of our gifted students as they become published authors in shar-

ing their thoughts on our learning with you. Writing for an authentic purpose (to inform) and audience (You!) has great 

value in helping them understand the importance of writing in all we do!  

 I’m attaching some information from the National Association for Gifted Children (www.nagc.org) about perfectionism 

in our gifted learners.  It offers some profiles of children displaying this behavior and some strategies for man-

aging these behaviors.    

 Upcoming Dates to Remember: 10/5 & 10/8: Fall Break, No School; 10/12: End of Q1 & Early Release; 10/18 & 

10/19 Early Release for Parent Teacher Conferences    

1st Gifted Enrich: 

First grade students 

are almost done with 

our unit on convergent 

thinking.   They have 

designed brainfocals to 

help them see all of the 

many possibilities in 

solving a problem.  They have been working to design a 

bicycle for a spider—spicycles; determining what they can 

create from simple empty circles, and have brainstormed 

a wide array of ways to solve problems using their creativ-

ity.   We’ve focused on fluency of ideas, elaboration of 

details, originality in designs, while also understanding the 

role of collaboration in problem solving!  

2nd Gifted Enrich: 

Second  graders have been working 

hard on problem solving!  This week 

they had to determine ways to figure 

our how many different combinations 

they could make if they were adopt-

ing two kittens from six available. It 

was a challenge that required them 

to persist and persevere which are 

important mathematical practices in 

solving problems.  In Junior Great 

Books, they read Miss Maggie by 

Cynthia Rylant and used the text to 

draw what they visualized as a result of the words used in the 

story.  They also answered an evaluative questions about wheth-

er or not they’d be friends with Miss Maggie  and had to support 

their written answer with evidence from the text.  

3rd Gifted ELA Enrichment & 3/4 Math Written by Rylan R. & Ashlee S. 

In October, we are learning about myths, fables, and folktales. We are doing 

this in a program called Jacob’s Ladder.   We will also be learning about 

generalizations, cause & effect and sequencing.   In math, we are learning 

4th Grade Math Module 3.  This module is about multi-digit multiplication 

and division.   We will also be rounding.    

We just finished the story “The Ant and the Dove”.  The moral of the story 

was one good turn deserves another.   4th and 5th are also doing Jacob’s 

Ladder too. But we are working on myths, fables, and folktales.   In math, 

we just finished Module 1 about place value.  We did a really good job on our end of module test.  All together our 

(average) score was 94.5%.  It was really good.  We have had a great month.  

Dawn Olson, NBCT  

Norterra Canyon Gifted Services Specialist 

dawn.olson@dvusd.org 

623-445-8236 



 

An example of 

a logic chal-

lenge grid for 

5th/6th Grade: 

Students enjoy 

these deduc-

tive logic grids 

that also help 

to build im-

portant read-

ing compre-

hension and 

thinking skills. 

 

Each puzzle 

includes an 

introduction 

with student-

related topics, 

clues, a grid, 

and an illustra-

tion. The goal 

in these puz-

zles is to hunt down the clues, sort, analyze, and combine them into the correct solution. The size of the grids is an indi-

cation of difficulty and grids increase in size as students learn how to deduce answers. 

5th Gifted ELA Enrichment & Walk Up to 6th Math:   ELA Enrich is finishing our first novel study, Hatchet.  

We’ll begin research projects based on the novel soon!   In Jacob’s Ladder, we’re continuing our work on memoir texts 

& interpreting the text of historical speeches.  We’re working on making text connections, forming generalizations, clas-

sifying and categorizing evidence from the text.  When writing the answers to reading comprehension questions, stu-

dents need to remember to restate the question in part of their response, to use proper conventions in spelling, punctu-

ation and capitalization, and  to use evidence from the text to support their thinking.  Ms. Sears does alternate weeks of 

instruction between Junior Great Books and Reading Street.  All students take part in JGB instruction, but those who 

earn a pretest score of 80% or above on the RS story are compacted out of those lessons and assigned enriched, re-

placement content for the week. This is not extra work, but replacement work that is graded and included in the grade 

book.  In Walk Up to 6th grade math, Unit 2 is just beginning and will offer an Introduction to Ratios. 

4th Gifted ELA Enrichment & Walk Up to 5th Math Written by Sam L., 

David K. & Aubrey B.  We are currently finishing the book, Holes.   We have all 

been assigned roles to play– discussion director, connector, literary luminary, etc.   

When students walk into the classroom, we start our work in poetry.  We label the 

rhyme pattern and answer questions about the poem.   Mrs. Olson will read Stories 

with Holes (out of the box thinking questions).  We ask questions to try to solve the 

problem.   We then start reading and our inquiry discussions. We are now working 

on different types of conflict in texts. We are working in teams to create short scripts 

and film videos with our iPads to  demonstrate the different conflict types.   Walk Up Math kids are moving to Module 2.  

In this module we are working on multi-digit whole number and decimal fraction operations.     


